
Mark 13:28- 37 

On warm summer evenings when ~ was a child , we used t~ 

play l1Hide and Seek" . Whoever ; ..a5 lIit ll closed his e:res and 

cour.ted to 100 , and ~ve~one else ran ~o hide~ Then when 

100 had been reached , IT called outnready or not, here I 

cornell . He then went out to find the others . 

We have ahays been playing hide and seek with God . Adam 

and Eve heard uod walking in the Garden , and they tried to 

hide themselves . aut whethp.r they were ready or n-:>t , :ad 

found them . 

rhis is Advent and it appropriate to think alon~ those lines 

for 'In the first Christr:las night , wheth,."r the world wa!'! ready 

arnot, God came .... and some received him and some did ~ot . 

aut mare than that , in this present time, the Lord comes to 

this world whether it is r('ad:~ or not . 'i..jhether we want him or 

not , we are confronted by his presence . And this first Sun

dC'-'.r in AdVlmt our theme is the Lord who came in t,he past , who 

is coming toda~' , and who wi 11 come at the end 0':- time . 

1 . It is our faith that on a specific night , in a special 

place , in a particular ~erson, God came to this world. It wa~ 

the advent of Gar, the creator visiting his creation . 

Not. every one was ready for him to come . There was not room 

in the inn . Hr,rod ;.:asn't ready-. How could a ruling king be 

read:! for another king . rhe scribes and Pharasees , the rich 

and the po.werfuL ••• they were already in cOlT"""';.and , so they hB-d 



no need for a savior . 

But there were a few , qppar~ntly , who were ready and ~hey 

opened theirs lives to him..• publicans , ~inners , etc needed 

mercy •.• they w~nted acceptance, the were ready fo, help , 

they knew they were ~ick . rhey received him gladly, they ate 

and drank with him ..• soma left everything they had and fol

lowed hin. 

So toda:. , at the start of this ChrLtmas season , we remem

ber :he past and that first Christmas when Jesus came to a 

world part reay an part not ready. A few accepted himm but 

most rejected but there was no doubt in the hearts of 

th believ rs that tiod car.~ into the world. 

aerore we turn to the present tine , let us note one thing 

more . The {Oirst Christmas story is not a star;:;, of men and 

wo~en Who fi~~lly found God . It is B story of a God who con

fronted men and women , who took them by surprize, who fJund 

them . Mar'! and Joseph didn1t search for God , he came and 

amazed them . Peter and Paul weren ' t looking for God, but both 

of them sudd6nly found themselves face to face with the di 

vine . And even those who di dnot accept him, they still had 

to ~ ~l with him •• the ~ribes , the pharasees , 'erod . 

The very religious society we live in today is full of 

techniques and ~ethods by which you can climb to h6aven and 

find (]}oJ. ror a fee , you can learn system~ on how to discover 

the divin~ and to gain access to the meaning of life . All 



.. se '" Ugious ".1:)W t~ in~ vod" are at or.st misleading .;:;o 
T~ probl~ i~ not how to find 0od . rh problem is , rea y ~r 

no~ . ~od ha~ ~ound us and we can no lon~r equivocate . ~e 

must e~ther say YES or ~O . 

2 . Th~t Ie a c us ~rom th pas· tense to t e ~ sent tense . 

Chris "!laS lind Advent i ~.ot JU~I a ti. to ~~ok ack and take 

a Fen~imental j0urney in our i 'gin~ti~n to t e little town 

o~ Jethlehem . 

11 adven+ we o?en our e7es to ·he Lord wn~ 1s ev n now 

break1n into ..n1. world and iJho at this ver momEnt i active 

in our orll . mr faith is not about a ~hilosoph1 o~ life, we 

do no. ~ in a s"'t of ideas about God . Our Lcrd is nCJt just 

a memory . 10~ked in ~repr.s and JUTied safely un er 1 entwY5 

of religion . 

io , Ou~! is a 1i71n- Lor~ , wno , r~a or ~. , is coming 

to 11 an L.ltrudi Qn1 th re i ~o hid

1n i'lac where we cm crou~t. anI! avoi hi resence . 1'h ·8 

is no jarknec: na ~~r. cover us . 

out t e ·OL ~ Who ~C es is :)n1y visible to eyes Dr fa~~h . 

we !;lee the Lorlj ~verywhere , no only in the worr!s 01 the tiibl1" , 

no only 1n th bread and win' , but in our lives and in h 

history or the human ~~ce . om "timl we see ourselves receiv

ing him , sometj~s rejecting h~ . 

Can you r~ca1l a time when lOU were 5eper~ted , tu~k witn 

YO r ~ld self , ~eak ar. in lain? And +hp.n son thing happened? 



)er~pas :~orgivene5:S was experienced, 0) maybe love soke thru ) 

your lonelinees . Mayoe you heard a healing wore! tro~ th~ (j) 
~crlpture or fr~~ ~he ~u~pit . JT ~aybe you experienc~d ~h~ a -

I".az ng f,.. ..ce Il!" ·~o\.: knelt in prLYp.r . V'r naybA "'omeone spok'.! 

to you in a \':Jice tl"'.at car-'i . And you kne., vou were 'lot alone. 

Jur eyes )t f .4h know thr -, 10WBver rene~al carne to VJU , 

God W1S thcroe ... th the: bread and wine , in the wo:--ds of 

Ecripture , in ttl voice 0: a ·lend . ..he LO:"rl war! brPMing 

in to brl~ yOU rro~ death to life . 

Jut there lir" t.ho:-e lIlO"'.f:.n .. s when ...he 1..01 'ppe \rs ana is 

:ejccted . ('"in" e lioC i5 be ::In" y -;oure:e 0" U. J . n you -n 

.1 reject b~. J we are·eJecting life . 

ied and shut our "arB ar.d turr.~( our ~yes away, & G ~·i~rl ~o 

hide fr"'"'1 him? And CAn I t you rer.tr.:-:'Jer the ;ri..:e we )- id in 

rp - inct pain, 11 frus ration and ~iety t~t c~e vhel ve 

tried to go it a1::1ne •• witho.... t ls.rt and coapg.ss t., guide Vh 

Joh" puts it thh wa'~ : "J..nd thi~ is t ~ judge. ent , tn.- t 

light has co~ into the world and men lo\~~ dr~kne8g r-ther 

t an lieht;~ _. ," HI'! car.!!: .mto hi~ own , but l',ir: own rAl:eived :. .. 

n-+ 'I • (Tohn ) : l~; l~hn 1 :!1) 

rh~t 15 a &?od tex" tc- :.dven ... 1 .... 1 . w:; li.e in a world 

which h:..i.~ fJC a l·.)n~ "ine been r"stematically rejecting the 

LOld • .5lowly, '1u+, s:...re1.y , ')llr worl h·1 canvinccrl itself 

http:coapg.ss


r 
tr.at 0 i rfluJu av CO 0:1 , technololt{ , )010/ r , "0. @ 
know- how . .Lhi 	 i h t , cen we "3,"Ve the a o.:n 'lnd com

""" l 

P" or"' , , vp 0 1 'U li"tl .ens , we h ve F?eceshios 

a !J.J.cle r war e rod it is ha- c fit lrod into this" . 
.)rld 0 

Ollr_ o ,,' i~ 11 1 r~o for ~ living ad . 

price ar e pay ng . well we know too el~ . ad 

r ws a~ r~ .. . 1ot just t ~ports an ~u n.e~ . Ir we do , we 

wlll e he world vhi h ~ cho en darknec:~ r th~r than l.ght 

tel vise , plast.cized , qU~O~C~"P'. 

A:1 	 lied ~e" .....alk in arkn "'5 . Le us _a. hat we 


, ight • 1 there iF .. ti.-ne . 


, ut tn: .. 1s n 

Jp"US h S co e 1n h dbt nt yast; h is comi'l no .. , :J. 

ho"e W.lO receiv hL'", at th t is not t . i u. d • 

• i arId of our i 'lot. t rn,..1 . It n ! 1 nin , 8fl.d 

it Wi 11 :lave 1 13 + i n:Jt anl1 • 
... n.'30 Ab u that J.[1not speak .. .:. .t. direc ropa itl,:.n!: 

j 0 1ae . 11 only ge_

tW"e wit;'l P ~lee , nd ~r tu 1 • . 

t tor! ie th saLe .•.~o ev ir.ad t.l try 

t;) e~re!!ls -t+ Th u ~ is in 0 IS nds . f;. t 8 d th 

icto will no go t, eatn and vil J i. will not 0 0 s.Jr 

.,.ro tars , 	 "Id i Wl_. not go to ... nju <ce !".j puression . 

.,
~. h va prayed earU r : h, kin ... ?IT' cOM.e" • w: 11 . 

• 1 f"l,n.l 1""tlT will go to 10 ... , to li , t.o j07, t.o jt,;.stic 



teer we roe re u w l' ,am nd acc~'Pllsh .18 

Cd 
p~-Qose . ~o we .1 € in Decemh r 1 ~O, lth the ho~ror ~. ur 

ttme •• ~urder , ~ ~ug~ea societ·, inter~~tional t ~siona , 

t ~v3tion , in!la.1on, tax s . 

",1J't we Ii 1 t~ a sure nd o:er 1n n 1'e , Ie 1i 8 in joyflll 

exp ct ton . •• fOl uod is God . he 

...il1 prey '1 . 

Do .rou emembe~ how th game oC "hi:!e ;Ul eak!! u~ed to end~ 

tJhen t,le arne was Ovt_~ •• 0 ~ w..'1en ~"lme ~d hidden so toell 

that "it" coul:! nat- rind t.hem? 't .,n W u' j callout : nAIl ~.h'" 

-ou·s in free, '11' the outs in free" . fh n it 'as E e to come 

)U 0 1 ~~~ qn1 to como back to hom base. 

& 4r in the idole 0." +,he V. nOh ., ,.but we k!'1o'~ how it 

will end . j'e know h.: t th anI ,"n at thletlen, 

.and ;.he one \C10 COlT'LS .0 U'" tod"!y, J.ll ~ontin~'" t CO:::l8 in 

tie f'utll': e until heaven is b .. "" 1.0 art!'!. Thc'l we '11111 be 

"'are ." nd we c 1 ~~~ out 0 hidi~ •. . • ~d we ~n 

free at las+ . 


